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systemically to what is happening in China, and not Canada. If that were the 
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Now, I’ll come back to my motion to designate May as Asian 

Heritage Month in the federal government. I realized that in the U.S., Asian 
Pacific American Heritage Month was proclaimed by President Carter over 
20 years ago.  In Canada, Asian Heritage Month has been celebrated in May 
in different cities since 1993 by grass root organizations, but many levels of 
government, as well as many individuals, remain unaware of it.  

 
For some reason, Canada’s approach to multiculturalism leads 

individuals to identify with a particular ethnic identity such as Chinese 
Canadian, or Korean Canadian, rather than to identify themselves as pan-
Asian. I believe there is a lot of advantage in adopting a pan-Asian outlook. 
Many Asian communities have told me




